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Response to Amendment 



1. This action is responsive to amendment filed on July 26, 2007. Claims 17, 23, 
26, 29, 30 and 31 are amended. Claims 17-20 and 22 - 31 are pending examination. 
Note: Examiner thanks the applicant for pointing out that claims 20 and 29 were 
inadvertently referred to status "Cromer teaches " instead of "Webb teaches". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 



2. Claims 17 - 20,, 23, 26, 29, 30 and 31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Pickering U.S. Patent No. 5,960, 442. 

Pickering teaches real time interactive directory for a workstation where a display is 
provided to check the status of individual entities (see abstract). 

As to claim 17, Pickering teaches a transmitting apparatus that communicates 
with a receiving apparatus, the receiving apparatus exchanging data with a monitor 
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apparatus that monitors a status of the receiving apparatus, the transmitting apparatus 
comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive, from the monitoring apparatus, status 
information of the receiving apparatus, the monitoring apparatus being distinct from the 
receiving apparatus (see col.4 lines 33-^42, and fig. 2, Pickering discloses an 
interactive directory on a workstation that visually displays the status of entities that are 
being monitored in real time ) ; 

a memory configured to store the status information of the receiving 
apparatus(see col. 4 lines 33 - 42, and fig. 2, Pickering discloses a shot of status of 
available entities ) ; and 

a controller configured to check the status information of the receiving apparatus 
stored in the memory of the transmitting apparatus without accessing the monitoring 
apparatus when destination information of the receiving apparatus is input for a 
transmission of transmitting data to the receiving apparatus, and to notify, to a user of 
the transmitting apparatus, the status information of the receiving apparatus prior to the 
transmission of the transmitting data to the receiving apparatus ,the controller being 
further configured to transmit the data to the receiving apparatus when it is determined 
that the receiving apparatus is available , based on the status information of the 
receiving apparatus stored in the memory of the transmitting apparatus (see col.4 lines 
33 - 42, and fig. 2, Pickering discloses that a user is visually notified about the status of 
multiple or entities) . 
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As to claim 18, Pickering teaches the transmitting apparatus according to claim 
17, wherein the status information of the receiving apparatus comprises one of power 
being turned ON and power being turned OFF (see col. 2 lines 29 - 49). 

As to claim 19, Pickering teaches the transmitting apparatus according to claim 
17, wherein the status information of the receiving apparatus comprises an indication 
that the receiving apparatus is unable to receive the transmitting data (see col. 2 lines 
29 -49). 

As to claim 20, Pickering teaches the transmitting apparatus according to claim 
17, wherein the status information of the receiving apparatus comprises an indication 
that the receiving apparatus is unable to print the transmitting data (see col. 2 lines 29 - 
59 and fig. 2). 

As to claim 23, Pickering teaches a monitoring apparatus, comprising: 
a communicator configured to communicate data with a receiving apparatus to receive 
status information of the receiving apparatus, the receiving apparatus storing 
destination information of a predetermined transmitting apparatus, and to receive, from 
the receiving apparatus, the destination information of the transmitting apparatus (see 
col. 4 lines 33 - 59 and fig. 2 ); and 

a controller configured to transmit, to the predetermined transmitting apparatus, 
the status information of the receiving apparatus, based on the received destination 
information of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, whereby the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus notifies, to a user of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, 
the status information of the receiving apparatus prior to a transmission of transmitting 
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data to the receiving apparatus without accessing the monitoring apparatus , the 
predetermined transmitting apparatus transmitting the transmitting data to the receiving 
apparatus when it is determined that the receiving apparatus is available , based on the 
status information of the receiving apparatus stored in a memory of the transmitting 
apparatus, the monitoring apparatus being distinct from the receiving apparatus (see 
col. 4 lines 33 - 59 and fig. 2 and abstract, Pickering discloses the status of the entities 
is displayed on a workstation ). 

As to claim 26, Pickering teaches a receiving apparatus, comprising; 

a communicator configured to exchange data with a monitoring apparatus that 
monitors a status of the receiving apparatus, the monitoring apparatus being distinct 
from the receiving apparatus(see col. 4 lines 33 -42, and fig. 2) ; 

a memory configured to store destination information of a predetermined 
transmitting apparatus (see col.4 lines 33 - 42, and fig. 2) and ; 

a controller configured to transmit, to the monitoring apparatus, an address of the 
transmitting apparatus, to collect status information within the receiving apparatus, and 
to transmit, to the monitoring apparatus, the collected status information of the receiving 
apparatus, whereby the monitoring apparatus transmits, to the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus, the status information of the receiving apparatus, based on the 
destination information of the predetermined transmitting apparatus, and the 
predetermined transmitting apparatus notifies, to a user of the predetermined 
transmitting apparatus, the status information of the receiving apparatus prior to a 
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transmission of transmitting data to the receiving apparatus without accessing the 
monitoring apparatus (see col.4 lines 33 - 42, and fig. 2). 

Claims 29 - 31 do not teach or further define over the limitations recited in claims 
17-20, 23 and 26 and therefore rejected for similar reasons. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

3. Claim 22, 25, 27, and 28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pickering in view of Tamaru et al. U.S .Patent No. 7,012,708 . 

As to claim 22, 25, 27, 28 and 32 Pickering teaches the invention above. 
Pickering does not explicitly teach where in the transmitting and receiving operations 
comprises as internet facsimile apparatus, however Tamaru teaches the. IFAX on the 
transmitting end transmits mail transmission notice to IFAX at the receiving end (see 
abstract and fig. 5 ). It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art to 
incorporate the teachings of transmitting of an IFAX in Pickering's invention to enable a 
user to check the status of IFAX and receive a notification of reception of IFAX . 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

4. Claim 24 and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pickering in view of Tamaru and in further view of Liljestrand et al. U.S .Patent 
No. 6,853,714. 

Pickering does not explicitly teach the notification is a trap message. However 
Liljestrand teaches an apparatus and method for providing services to a subscriber 
where a remote alarming error messages (trap messages) are sent to a monitoring 
server. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention was made, to incorporate the trap request to enable an agent to report 
serious condition of a device to a management station or server. 

5. Examiner's Note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 

references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing 
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responses, to fully consider the references in its entirety as potentially teaching of all or 
part of the claimed invention, as well as the context. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new 
ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection 
presented in this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See 
MPEP § 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 
37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sargon N. Nano whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
4007. The examiner can normally be reached on 8 hour. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571) 272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information - 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Sargon Nano 
Oct. 11 2007 



